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PARISH NEWS

             19th February 2017
    SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Your Father in heaven makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.    Matthew 5.45, Luke 6.36
Welcome to church today.  God is worthy of our Worship at all times, and gathering together on a Sunday, as we do, is an appropriate tribute to his Awesome Majesty, Glory and Honour!
In the past two weeks we have considered the Beatitudes from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mountain; our need as Christians to function as ‘salt and light’ in our society to point people to the Kingdom of God; and Jesus’ introduction to his explanation of the true intent of the law.  A law keeping that pleases God, because it comes from the heart of the Christian and is not simply obeying the letter of the law.
Over the next two weeks we consider six of the hard sayings of Jesus as He interprets the true meaning of the law.  Each saying commences with: “You have heard that it was said,…” (the point of the law Jesus is dealing with) and Jesus goes  on to say “But I say to you, …”
These interpretations of the Mosaic Law are very significant and radical in the way they turned the understood purpose of the law on its head.  May we delve into the heart of the law as Jesus explains it, and have our hearts transformed by His Spirit to uphold the Law in the way God intends – to our betterment and for the good of society.    Rev Mark.
HARVEST FESTIVAL

Our annual Harvest Festival is on Sunday, 26th February, at St. John’s Dyers Crossing.   The service at 11.30am will be followed by the Traditional Auction of produce, cakes, etc.  Sandwiches & home made fruit pies will follow.  Everyone is welcome to join us as we say Thank You to God for his goodness to us.   Helen Martin.  

In Our Prayers:

Our Parish:

· Lay Liturgical Assistants and Readers
If you would like to add someone to the Parish Prayer list, be sure to obtain permission from the person concerned and then contact the Parish Office.

Our Diocese:

· Bishop Greg and Assistant Bishop Peter

· Parishes of Telarah & Rutherford, Wollombi Valley
· Samaritans Foundation
· Asylum seekers and refugees
· Diocese of Rockhampton
The World:

· Church in Mahajanga (Indian Ocean)
· Liz Burns (CMS Tanzania)

We commend to God’s keeping those who have recently died and we pray for those who mourn their passing.  We remember with thanks those whom we have loved whose anniversary occurs at this time: Bazil Stockdale, Gwen Tate, Shirley Ashton and Molly Christie.  
COURTHOUSE ROSTER
22nd February
Mavis Humphries and Margaret Connell

8th March

Heather Milligan and Patricia Dastidar
MISSION FOR THE MONTH

Our Mission for February is the Church Missionary Society.  The missionary we particularly support is, of course, Liz Burns, working at theological college in Tanzania.  
CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest:  

The Reverend Mark Harris

6555 4200






revmarkharris@icloud.com 
Priest in Local Mission
The Reverend Bill Green


6555 4200

Parish Office:

St. Alban’s Anglican Church:

6555 4200  




info@forsteranglican.com 

Parish Secretary

Phillip Castle

         

0422 036 656
Op Shop:

Head St Car park


6555 4267 


Enquiries: 



6555 4200

Book Shop

bookshop@forsteranglican.com

6555 4272
Parish Website: 

www.forsteranglican.com  

Items for Parish News: 
Email: PN@forsteranglican.com or phone Janet 6554 5981 or parish office 6555 4200 by 12noon Wednesday.
Our Bank Details: BSB: 705 077 Account: 00040071
Acc Name: Anglican Parish of Forster/Tuncurry
Items for Parish News.

Would anyone who has items for Parish News please either email to Janet at PN@forsteranglican.com   or phone 
Janet 6554 5981 or parish office 6555 4200 
by 12noon Wednesday. 
LENTEN STUDY
A Lenten Study group will commence at Heather and Phil Webster’s home on Monday 6th March at 10.30am.  Phone 6555 3651 if you would like to come.  The study book “Walking in Truth and Love” is available from the Bookshop for $10.
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER.

Friday 3rd March 2017---Salvation Army, 7 South Street Tuncurry—2.00pm.  Speaker Donna Sutcliffe—Philippines.  All very welcome to attend.

SAMARITANS – BACK TO SCHOOL!

We are concentrating on Back-to-School items at present.  Food for lunch boxes might include sandwich spreads – Vegemite, jam, peanut butter - small packets of sultanas, or small fruit juices.  Even clothing such as socks could be included, as some children are short of these items.
ST. ALBAN’S QUARTERLY CLEAN UP 
Saturday, 4th March. Well, the 3 months is up – so let’s keep up the good work that we have been doing.  A great band of helpers come along on the morning, so if you haven’t been, do come and see just what’s  happening.

If 8am is too early, come along whenever, morning tea at 10am – you can start work after MT!  The list is on the board, so pop your name next to a suitable job, enquiries to Clive 0412653061.  
AGM
The Annual General Meeting of the Parish is on Sunday 12th March 2017 at St. Albans, Forster at 11.30am, following a combined Parish service at St. Albans at 9.30am.  Would all who produce reports for the AGM have them to the church office by 20th February 2017, preferably emailed to info@forsteranglican.com  

PARISH ROLL
A Parish Roll will be available shortly to make sure you are on it. If you are not, please let the office know 6555 4200 Mon. To Thurs. 9.00am to 12.00noon. This will entitle you to vote at the AGM.  
RUG RATS – The Rug Rats would appreciate any 8-ply wool.  Thank you.  Coralie.

